
P R O G R A M M E  B O O K





Welcome to Palmerston North

Kia ora,
We’re absolutely delighted to host the New 
Zealand PGA Golf Championship at our very 
own Manawatū Golf Club.  This is the fourth 
time the city has hosted the NZPGA but it has 
been a long time between appearances.  I’d 
like to extend a very warm welcome to all of 
the competitors joining us from across New 
Zealand, Australia and around the globe. It’s a 
real privilege to have such high calibre golfers 
right here in our city. I’m sure you’ll enjoy 
competing on Manawatū’s premier golf course. 
I’d also like to welcome those of you who have 
travelled from near and far to enjoy the action 
on the greens. I hope you have a great stay 
here in our city. 

Palmerston North is a sporting hub for central 
New Zealand – and increasingly for the 
country - and the Manawatū Golf Club is one 
of a number of high-class facilities we have on 
offer. Over the summer months we’ve hosted 
an impressive line-up of sporting events 
including the New Zealand Grand Prix, the 
New Zealand Motorcross and Speedway Teams 
Championships, and Nitro Circus. In February 
the Warriors also played here for the first time 
in 22 years. In March the Hilux New Zealand 
Rural Games will take place in The Square, with 
the Palmerston North Gold Cup Racing Festival 
hot on its heels in April.

There’s lots going 
on around the 
city and while 
you’re here 
I encourage 
you to get out 
and about. The 
Victoria Esplanade 
and river walkway are 
two exceptional places to 
take a walk or a bike ride, with great 
views of the ranges and our treasured wind 
farms. If you have kids, our award-winning 
Lido Aquatic Centre is well worth a visit as is 
Te Manawa, our Museum of Art, Science and 
History, and the New Zealand Rugby Museum. 
In the centre of town we have award-winning 
cafes, restaurants and bars, and George Street 
is renowned for its boutique shopping. There’s 
something for everyone here in Palmerston 
North and I’m sure you’ll be pleasantly 
surprised by everything we have on offer. 

I wish all of the competitors the very best for 
what is set to be an exciting few days.

Enjoy your stay.

Mauri ora
Grant Smith 
Mayor of Palmerston North



Message from the President

As President of the Manawatu Golf Club I am 
honoured to welcome all players and spectators 
to the 2017 LawnMaster Horizon Golf NZ PGA 
Championship which will bring top level golf to 
our region. This Tournament carries prize money 
of $125,000 and will be a fantastic event. Sixty 
years have passed since the Manawatu Golf Club 
has been the venue and this will be our fifth 
hosting. Of special note previous NZ PGA winners 
on the course have been Scotsman Arthur Ham 
(1922), Kiwis Fred Rutter (1930) and Andy Shaw 
(1946) and Australian Kel Nagle (1957).

The 2017 LawnMaster Horizon Golf NZ PGA 
Championship winner will join an impressive line-up of names on the 
McDougall Cup, first played for in 1920 when it was won by Joe Kirkwood. The 
current holder is Brad Kennedy of Australia. The leading New Zealand player 
will receive the Sir Bob Charles Trophy, which was established in 2015 and 
won by Josh Geary. Geary won this again in 2016. Alongside this, the Club is 
thrilled that New Zealand’s greatest golfing legend - Sir Bob Charles - will line 
up at the Manawatu BMW Pro Am on March 1. It’s also great to see local legend 
Grant Waite returning home from the USA to play in the tournament and also 
be guest speaker at the Tuesday night dinner.

It would be impossible to host such an event showcasing elite professional golf 
without the generous support of our major sponsors John & Sue McOviney 
of Steelfort, Bruce Nicholson of Horizon Golf and the Palmerston North City 
Council. Your support is greatly appreciated and we are indebted to you.

The Manawatu Golf Club has a lot of history within New Zealand golf. Founded 
in 1895, it is the oldest Club in the country still on its original site and is the 
region’s premier golf club.  We hope that you will take the time to enjoy the 
cafe in our superb environment and visit the Pro Shop. 

Special thanks goes to the organising committee - Mike Williams, Ewen 
Westergaard, Marg Scott and Rodney Thomas, and all the staff and volunteers 
from the Manawatu Golf Club who have worked tirelessly to ensure this event 
is successful.

Peter McRedmond
President



Tournament Schedule

 
Monday February 27
Qualifying at the Wanganui Golf Club, from 7.30am
 
Tuesday February 28 
Players Practice round, NZPGA Tournament Dinner with Guest 
speaker Grant Waite
 
Wednesday March 1
Manawatu BMW Pro am, 8.00am shotgun start and 1.00pm shotgun 
start
 
Thursday March 2 
Round 1 - LawnMaster Horizon Golf NZPGA Championship, tee off 
from 7.20am
 
Friday March 3
Round 2 - LawnMaster Horizon Golf NZPGA Championship, tee off 
from 7.20am. Cut made for top 50 players and ties.
 
Saturday March 4
Round 3 - LawnMaster Horizon Golf NZPGA Championship, tee off 
from 9.20am
 
Sunday March 5
Round 4 - LawnMaster Horizon Golf NZPGA Championship, tee off 
from 9.20am



at our very own Manawatu Golf Club.

We warmly welcome all of the 
competitors and out of town 
visitors to our city.

We’re delighted to host the

2017 New Zealand PGA 
Golf Championship



By Peter Lampp

If any Kiwi professional can break the recent Australian stranglehold on the 
LawnMaster-Horizon Golf NZPGA Championship, it must be the colourful 
Josh Geary.
When he was here last year for the LawnMaster Classic, the Tauranga 
golfer almost hunted down eventual winner Michael Hendry with a birdie 
battle on the back nine.
Geary finished two shots adrift at 15 under and was second the previous 
year too, also to Hendry, so Hokowhitu obviously agrees with him.
This time with the tournament elevated from the Charles Tour to a tier-
two Australasian PGA Tour event, Geary is also chasing a hat-trick as the 
leading New Zealand finisher.
In 2015, the Sir Bob Charles Trophy was presented for the leading Kiwi 
professional in the tournament.
Geary has won it both times, at Remuera in Auckland, and on each occasion 
he was tied for second. Two years ago he finished 15 under par and last 
year he was 20 under.
Two years ago, Sydney’s Matthew Millar won the title by three shots and 
last year his compatriot, Queenslander Brad Kennedy, won by two.
Geary has long promised to be one of our most likely to crack it in America. 
But it’s a tough life and he has had 10 years as a professional and only two 
full years on the Web.Com Tour.

JOSH GEARING UP 
TO GET OVER THE 
LINE THIS YEAR





Last year after qualifying through the PGA Tour of China for the Web.Com 
Tour, he missed 11 cuts from 16 starts to settle at 103th on the tour money 
list. Then he was 12th at the Fiji International and had two paydays in China.
That came after a profitable 2015 when he reached his low world ranking 
of 317.
With Hendry out of the way at the World Golf Championship in Mexico 
this time, it opens the door for other Kiwis in this event. Only two New 
Zealanders have won the NZPGA since Frank Nobilo bagged his second in 
1987.
Steve Alker, now on the USPGA Tour, won it in 2009 at Clearwater in 
Christchurch (yes, when Geary was again second) and Hendry in 2012 and 
2013 at The Hills in Queenstown.
Manawatu’s own Grant Waite makes a sentimental return from the United 
States to play his first professional tournament at Hokowhitu. When last 
back from his home in Florida and playing Manawatu, Waite noted how the 
trees had tightened up the Hokowhitu layout since his youth.
Although he won the Kemper Open in Maryland back in 1993, he is still 
competitive as a member of the US Champions Tour. Not far away from 
that is PGA Tour pro Heath Slocum who has taken advantage of a gap in his 
schedule to trip to New Zealand to also play the NZ Open.
Maybe it’s time for the new Kiwi breed to come through, such as brand 
new Waikato pro Luke Toomey who has burnt up this layout many times. 
He went 11 under here in the NZ Amateur in 2013 in foul weather on a 
drenched course.
Masterton’s Ben Campbell, once the world No 6 amateur, is back in the 
swing after a debilitating chest affliction and has been featuring on recent 
leaderboards, including a tie for 20th in the Australian Open.
Also throw in the experienced Michael Long, former European Tour pro 
Mark Brown, Japan Tour veteran and 2001 NZ Open winner David Smail 
and Wellington leftie Gareth Paddison.
Long won last year’s Victoria Open, captured the NZ Open as far back as 
1996 and had two years on the PGA Tour.

David Smail Michael Long



By weight of numbers, the Australians always have the advantage. They have 
more than half the field, many of them veterans from the Asian, Japan and 
European Tours.
We have four former NZ Open victors in Brad Kennedy (2011), Jake 
Higginbottom (2012), Dimitrios Papadatos (2014) and Jordan Zunic (2015).
There is other Aussie talent such as Adam Blyth who won the NSW and 
South Pacific Opens last year, Nick Cullen who won the 2014 Australian 
Masters and Adam Bland who reached the semifinals in the Super 6 at Perth 
two weeks ago.
Others who reached the matchplay there were Millar, Daniel Fox, Steven 
Jeffress, David Bransdon and Ashley Hall. James Nitties was a USPGA Tour 
pro in 2009-10 and a former MZ amateur champion.
From the Asian Tour are 35-year-old Venezuelan Wolmer Murillo, German 
Sean Einhaus out of the European Challenge Tour and Oklahoma State 
University and Californian John Catlin off the PGA Tour Canada.
The Manawatu Golf Club frequently stages national amateur tournaments 
and the LawnMaster Classic, but has been off the roster for major 
professionals events such as this since the NZ Open was played here in 1973.
Since then they have either been 
held in the main centres or in 
the new southern hub around 
Queenstown.
The Australians enjoy playing in 
New Zealand where most courses 
are green and often remind them of 
playing in southern California.
Manawatu’s parkland course, New 
Zealand’s oldest on its original site, 
has trees as part of its defence. But 
it primarily needs the grandfather 
westerly winds to come barrelling in 
across the city to keep professional 
golfers honest.

Brad Kennedy celebrating after 
holing his final putt in winning the 
2016 NZPGA.



Course manager Malcolm Wells has been purifying the greens year by year 
so very little poa annua grasses and their seedheads remain. The speed of 
the greens is dictated by the slopes of the 10th and 14th and the strength 
of the wind.
Depending on the weather, this strength of field should get within reach of 
Hendry’s 23-under total from 2015 when he shot 265.
The par-4 ninth hole has been lengthened to 345 metres with a new tee  
block and the short 439 metres par-5 15th has been changed to a par 4 for 
this week, meaning the course will have a par of 71.
It has been a long wait for Hokowhitu to again host the NZPGA 
Championship.
The most recent was 60 years ago, in 1957 when great Aussie pro Kel Nagle 
won it as he headed off another Australian legend, Peter Thomson.
That was one of only four occasions when it was held at the Manawatu Golf 
Club. The others were in more ancient times, in 1922, 1930 and 1946.



On course 
for a great 

time



PLAYER PROFILES

JORDAN ZUNIC
Age: 25. World ranking: 580
Home club: Port Kembla Golf Club, Wollongong
New South Wales pro Jordan Zunic has cheated almost everything to get 
where he has got, fully exempt on the Australasian Tour until next year. He 
won the Tasmanian Open as an amateur but in August 2013 he cheated 
death in a car accident in Little Rock, Arkansas (Bill Clinton territory), 
before he was due to play the US Amateur in Boston. He suffered 40 
percent blood loss, blood spurting from the temporal artery in his head and 
he had neurosurgery with an estimated five minutes to spare. After also 
recovering from three elbow fractures, he was out of golf for more than 
six months. Zunic came back to win the China Amateur in Beijing, but after 
narrowly missing an Australasian PGA Tour card, he turned pro in January 
2015 and gambled by flying to Auckland to try to Monday qualify for a spot 
in the NZPGA Championship. He did that, finished top 10, tied for eighth, 
which got him into the NZ Open at The Hills where he won in only his third 
professional start, getting him starts on the Japan Tour and at the World 
Golf Championships at Trump National Doral, Miami. In August last year he 
won the Northern Territory PGA Championship.
 
MICHAEL LONG
Age: 48  World ranking: 785
Home club: Hillview Public Golf Course, Perth.
One of New Zealand's most experienced professionals, Michael Long got 
as high as 86th in the world in 1997 when in his first of three seasons on 
the European Tour. He has had seven professional wins, his most recent the 
Victorian Open in February last year. He beat 2015 NZPGA Championship 
winner Matthew Millar in a playoff, playing out of a hazard and sinking his 
birdie putt. It was Long's first win on the Australasian Tour since winning the 
Greg Norman Holden International in 1999. His other Australasian Tour win 
was the 1996 NZ Open at Paraparaumu Beach and he was tied for 28th in 
the recent World Super 6 in Perth, just missing the matchplay rounds. Long 
also played on the Nationwide Tour in the United States securing two wins 
before graduating to the USPGA Tour in 2002 and 2005. From Cromwell 
in Central Otago, he won the 1990 NZ amateur and turned professional at 
21. He is the only player to have won all NZ Golf Association titles. He has 
long been based in Perth, combining life as manager of a golfing facility and 
playing tournaments in the summer. Long won the Halberg Fair Play award 
for giving up a shot when his ball moved during the Johnnie Walker Classic 
on the Gold Coast in 1997. He also serves on the PGA Australia board.
 



BRAD KENNEDY
Age: 42. World ranking: 182
Home club: Sanctuary Cove G & CC, Queensland.
Tall Queensland pro Brad Kennedy is one of the highest-ranked players in 
this tournament as he sets out to defend his title. And yet when he won 
the NZPGA Championship at Remuera last year, it not only meant he had 
captured New Zealand's top two tournaments, but it was his first win since 
he captured the Queensland PGA in 2013. At Remuera he shot a 22-under 
total of 266 and equalled the course record with an 8-under 64. He had 
also won the NZ Open in 2011 at Clearwater when he nailed a 30-foot 
birdie putt on the first playoff hole to deny compatriot Craig Parry. Born in 
Sydney and a professional since 1994, Kennedy has had 11 victories as well 
as three second placings on the European Tour which he inhabited between 
2003 and 2007; he was also runnerup in the 2002 China Open. He has had 
six seasons on the Japan Tour where he has had two wins, the Kansai Open 
in 2013 and the Mizuno Open in 2012. Last year he had eight top 10s there 
to finish 11th on the money list with earnings of $685,000 ranking fifth in 
scoring average, the top Aussie on the tour. His Japan career earnings total 
more than $3.4 million.



HEATH SLOCUM
Age: 43. World ranking: 1886
Home club: Manor Golf Course & Country Club, Alpharetta, Georgia
American PGA Tour player Heath Slocum comes to Manawatu with a 
pedigree not seen since illustrious international players came to the course 
60 and more years ago. He has played in 18 majors and has been as high as 
52 in the world in 2010. He has had seven professional wins, three of them 
on the Nike Tour in 2001, all in one season. The other four were on the 
PGA Tour – the 2004 Chrysler Classic of Tucson, the 2005 Southern Farm 
Bureau Classic, The Barclays in 2009 in New Jersey to take him to eighth in 
the Fedex Cup standings that year, and the McGladrey Classic in 2010.
Slocum was good enough to represent the United States at the 2007 
World Cup in China with Boo Weekley. They had played on the same school 
team in Milton, Florida. Not a big man, Slocum was tied 18th in the US 
Masters in 2010, tied ninth in the US Open in 2008 and 11th in 2011 and 
was fourth in the 2010 Players Championship. His best recent effort was 
in November when he was tied for 27th in the Cape Town Open in South 
Africa. He has had a rugged past three years, missing the cuts in 39 of his 
59 starts. His career has been plagued by ulcerative colitis, an inflammatory 
bowel disease which put him out of golf for 18 months. He has bounced 
between the Web.Com and PGA Tours and now gets starts through the 
past champion category.

DIMITRIOS PAPADATOS
Age: 25. World ranking: 372
Home club: Magenta Shores G & CC, Central Coast, NSW.
New South Welshman Dimitrios Papadatos came off an ordinary 2016 
season to arrive home and win the Victorian Open at Thirteenth Beach Golf 
Links in Barwon Heads last month. He got it done in brutal windy conditions 
over a strong field of mostly Aussie professionals, securing his Australasian 
Card for three more years. Earlier he had tied for 20th in the Australian 
Open. In 2015 he was tied for sixth in the same Victorian Open. Kiwis got 
to know him for the first time when he burst on the scene by winning the 
NZ Open at Queenstown in 2014. That win got him starts on the Japan 
Tour and he has also played on the One Asia and Asian Tours. He turned pro 
only in 2012 at the urging of his coach, Andre Stolz, the former tour player 
who holed in one at the Tiger Woods NZ Open at Paraparaumu Beach. 
Last year Papadatos had a miserable season as he plied his trade in Europe 
with 14 starts on the main tour, in the money just five times. He also played 
five events on the European Challenge Tour, appearing on courses in such 
golfing outposts as Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Finland.



GRANT WAITE
Age: 52. Senior world ranking: 68
Home club: Golden Hills Golf & Turf Club, Ocala, north-central Florida.
Palmerston North born, Grant Waite was the first Manawatu Golf Club 
player to graduate to the USPGA Tour, followed by Craig Perks and now by 
Tim Wilkinson. After attending the University of Oklahoma, he turned pro 
30 years ago in 1987. In the past two seasons he has graced the Champions 
Tour for over 50 year olds, playing 18 tournaments each season and missing 
just one cut. Waite tied for third in the US Seniors Open at Sacramento in 
2015. He has played just the Diamond Resorts Invitational this year, finishing 
tied for 19th. He lost his fulltime status on the PGA Tour in 2004 after 
12 years and 411 starts in a career which spanned 12 years. He eventually 
walked away from the Web.Com Tour after his putting deserted him. He 
soon gained a reputation as a swing guru and after earning more than $7 
million on tour, he moved into coaching a stable of PGA Tour professionals 
as well as his son Osten. Grant has had four victories including the 1992 NZ 
Open at Paraparaumu Beach and his biggest, the 1993 Kemper Open. Five 
times though he has been a PGA Tour runnerup, most notably at the 2000 
Canadian Open when he was foiled by none other than Tiger Woods on the 
18th hole when he pulled off an unbelievable shot from a fairway bunker 
and over water.



WEDNESDAY 
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MAIN TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

A big thank you to all our tournament sponsors.


